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KAREN MERRIN — TRIBUTE 

Statement by Member for Mirrabooka 

MS J.M. FREEMAN (Mirrabooka) [12.57 pm]: I rise to pay tribute to the life of Karen Merrin and inform the 
Parliament of the death of a community champion who fought for people’s quality of life. Some people say that 
one should not talk about cancer as a battle, but Karen Merrin treated cancer in the same way she treated so many 
injustices: she fought it with determination and a view to success. In her own way she was victorious, as she 
continued working and contributing right up until she passed peacefully away on 18 March 2019. 

I first met Karen in 1994 when she started working at the Welfare Rights and Advocacy Service. As was said at 
her well-attended funeral service, she was a ubiquitous community leader whose reputation as an outspoken and 
passionate advocate for people’s wellbeing went before her. As well as her devotion to her children Paul and 
Matthew, and grandchildren Charvel, Nicholas and Jaxon, for me Karen’s outstanding achievement was her role 
in growing the Northern Suburbs Community Legal Centre in Mirrabooka into a thriving centre that assists 
thousands in our community, delivering three centres in Mirrabooka, Joondalup and the north east corridor that 
employ more than 20 staff and provide a broad range of community legal services. 

Having chaired the Community Legal Centres Association WA from 2005 to 2014, she was also an integral 
contributor to other people-centred organisations such as Tenancy WA, the Employment Law Centre of WA, the 
Women’s Law Centre, the Eastern Goldfields Community Centre, the first WA older persons’ rights service, the 
older people’s peer education scheme, Purple Road and the Joondalup partnership. 

Sitting suspended from 1.00 to 2.00 pm 
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